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US Constitution Article I, Section 2 provides 

“Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the 
several States which may be included within this Union, according 
to their respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding 
to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to 
Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three 
fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made 
within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in 
such Manner as they shall by Law direct.”

What is the Census?
Census means an official numeration or count of the population 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Census is one of the few government functions specified in the original Articles of the Constitution. Its original purpose was for apportionment of seats in the House of Representatives.The article originally stated that the Census would count “the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. “ Originally, slaves were counted as only three-fifths of a person.  But the 14th Amendment made it clear that the Census must count all residents in the nation.  



• Representative Democracy
• Protection of Civil Rights
• Distribution of billions in federal funds

Census data are used 
for apportionment of 
Congressional seats, 
and redistricting at 
all levels of 
government.

Census data are 
indispensable for 
monitoring and 
enforcement of a 
broad range of 
civil rights 
policies. 

Census data guide
the allocation of 
more than $800 
billion in federal 
government 
resources to states, 
localities and 
families every year.  

Why the Census Matters

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Census data are crucial for our representative democracy. These data determine the apportionment of seats in the House of Representatives, and how district lines are drawn at all levels of government.  In addition, Census data guide the allocation of more than $800 billion of federal funds, and determine important decisions made by the public and private sector.  For Miami-Dade, like all of the counties you represent, these decisions include such matters as where schools, libraries, and hospitals should be located; the income and education levels of the population and its racial and ethnic characteristics; the health, transportation and housing needs of the public.  



Members of U.S. House by State
1952 - 1960

Based upon Apportionment Population for 1950 Census
The house was temporarily increased to 437 with the admissions of AK and HI

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For Florida, the Census has ensured that the population growth of the state has translated into greater representation in the U.S. House.  After the 1950 Census, Florida had eight Members in the U.S. House.  



Apportionment of U.S. House of 
Representatives

after the 2010 Census

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After the 2010 Census, Florida had 27 Members, and was one of the fastest-growing states in the nation.  There must be a fair and accurate count of all Florida residents in Census 2020 to ensure the state continues to obtain the representation it deserves.



6

Projected Reapportionment for 2020



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Census data guide the allocation of more than $800 billion in federal funding for programs that are crucial for the well-being of Miami-Dade residents, including those affecting health, transportation, education and housing.  Of particular importance to School Boards is the federal funding allocated to Title I Grants, which is critical to improving the academic achievement of our most disadvantaged children. This data is also used to allocate funding for other programs that affect our children, including the Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program, also known as SNAP, and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program.  



State Amount
(in billions)

California $115.1

New York $73.3

Texas $59.4

Florida $44.2
Illinois $34.3

North Carolina $23.8

Georgia $23.8

New Jersey $22.7

Arizona $20.6

Washington $16.7

Colorado $13.1

New Mexico $7.8

Nevada $6.2

Census-Guided Federal Funds Annually 
Allocated to Selected States

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For Florida, Census data guide the allocation of more than $44.2 million in federal funding.  



• Citizenship question

• Response format: 

online, phone, paper

2020 Census Changes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 2020 Census that is proceeding is NOT the operation the Bureau has been planning for the past decade. In particular, years of underfunding by Congress have forced the Bureau to eliminate or reduce the scope of important preparations and tests of various components of Census operations.There were initially plans to conduct Dress Rehearsal in three diverse sites, including in a rural setting, but due to lack of funding, the Census Bureau was forced to cut these efforts short.The sole Dress Rehearsal, which was conducted in Rhode Island, did not even use the same questionnaire that will be used in Census 2020. Most importantly, it did not include the untested citizenship question.This citizenship question was a last-minute, untested addition which has not appeared in a Census questionnaire since the 1950s.



Citizenship Question on Census 2020
• Research studies confirmed that the citizenship question would deter

participation, resulting in a severely inaccurate count.
• Raised concerns in all households, both native-born and foreign-born,

about the motivation for adding the question, the confidentiality of
information provided to the government, and how it will be used.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the biggest challenges facing Census 2020 is the Secretary of Commerce’s last-minute decision to add an untested and unnecessary citizenship question to the Census 2020 questionnaire.  The Secretary of Commerce initially stated that he had added the question at the request of the Department of Justice, to improve voting rights enforcement, but later admitted that this was his idea all along.As I mentioned previously, this citizenship question has not appeared in any Census questionnaire since the 1950s. It was also not included in the Dress Rehearsal questionnaire in Rhode Island.



Southern District of New York decision issued January 15
• Administrative Procedures Act (APA) violation
• Finding that Secretary Ross reason for adding the citizenship question was a pretext
• Commerce Department ordered to remove the question

Northern District of California decision issued March 6
• Second ruling against the Commerce Department  
• Ruling more expansive, Judge found violation of the Constitution

District of Maryland decision issued April 5
• Third ruling against the Commerce Department
• Judge also found violation of APA and the Constitution

New Evidence Shows Efforts to Thwart Latino Political Progress Drove
Decision to Add Citizenship Question to Census 2020

Citizenship Question Litigation Status

U.S. Supreme Court decision struck the 
citizenship question from the Census 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There have been seven lawsuits so far pertaining to the citizenship question:New York v. United States Department of Commerce (U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York)California v. Ross (U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California)Kravitz v. United States Dep't of Commerce (U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland) New York Immigration Coalition v. United States Department of Commerce (U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York)City of San Jose v. Ross (U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California) La Union Del Pueblo Entero v. Ross (U.S. District Court for the District of Maryland) Electronic Privacy Information Center v. United States Dep't of Commerce (U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia)The U.S. Supreme Court is proceeding with an expedited review of the question. Oral arguments were heard on April 23rd and a decision is expected next week. 



Confidentiality Safeguard

• Census data can only be used for statistical purposes.
• Personal information cannot be used against respondents in

court or by a government agency.
• Personal census information cannot be disclosed for 72

years (includes names, addresses, Social Security numbers
and telephone numbers).

• Census Bureau staff who have access to personal
information are sworn for life to protect confidentiality.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
However, under Title 13 of U.S. Code, personal census information cannot be disclosed for 72 years. Personal census information includes names, addresses, Social Security numbers and telephone numbers. This is something that must be stressed in your messaging and outreach efforts.By law, Census data can only be used for statistical purposes. Personal information cannot be used against respondents in court or by a government agency. In fact, Census Bureau staff who have access to personal information are sworn for life to protect confidentiality, and are even subject to a $250,000 fine and/or up to five years in prison for wrongful disclosure of information.



• African Americans, Hispanics or Latinos and American 
Indians

• Households with low incomes
• Immigrants and individuals with low English-language 

proficiency
• Renters 
• Residents who live in non-traditional housing
• Rural residents
• Highly mobile residents, such as farmworkers  
• Very young children aged 0-4  

“Undercounted” populations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
While the Census has improved over time, it has never been accurate. Certain populations remain “undercounted,” includingAfrican Americans, Latinos and American IndiansHouseholds with low incomesImmigrants and individuals with low English-language proficiencyRenters Residents who live in non-traditional housingRural residentsHighly mobile residents, such as farmworkers  Very young children aged 0-4 



Children at risk of being undercounted

• Young children living in rental units
• Young children living in households that were not enumerated by self-response
• Young children living with a young householder (under age 30)
• Young children living in a low-income household
• Young children living in a household with limited English speaking ability
• Young children living in very small households (2 people)
• Young children living in very large households (6 or more people)
• Young children who moved in the past year
• Young children living with a grandparent
• Children born in the 3 months before Census Day (January 1 to April 1)

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see, the U.S. Census Bureau has identified several groups of young children who most at risk of being undercounted, including young children living in a low-income household, young children living with a grandparent, and children born in the 3 months before Census Day.As you all know, Census data affects funding for ten years. A months-old baby who is not counted in 2020 will not be counted until the age of 10, at which point he or she will have gone through almost all of their elementary schooling.



*Total share is greater than sum of individual states because of rounding.

State Net Undercount Share of Net Undercount

California -113,000 29%

Texas -75,000 19%

Florida -44,000 11%

Arizona -32,000 8%

New York -21,000 5%

Georgia -21,000 5%

Total for Six States -306,000 78%*

United States -391,000

Undercount of very young Hispanic children 
is concentrated in a few states

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The undercount of young Hispanic children is concentrated in a few states – the top six states account for over three-quarters (78%) of the undercount.At a net undercount of 44,000 young Latino children, Florida came in at number 3.



County (State) Net 
Undercount

Los Angeles (CA) 47,000

Maricopa (AZ) 27,000

Miami-Dade (FL) 18,000
Dallas (TX) 17,000

Orange (CA) 15,000

San Diego (CA) 12,000

Cook (IL) 11,000

Harris (TX) 9,000

Kings/New York (NY) 6,000

Riverside (CA) 6,000

Clark (NV) 6,000

Broward (FL) 6,000

The undercount of young Hispanic children is 
concentrated in just a few large counties

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And in Miami-Dade County, the net undercount was 18,000 – the third highest of any county in the nation.In Broward County, the net undercount was 6,000.



• Opposed placing the citizenship question 
• Advocating at the federal-level for funding
• Collaborating with the Council of Great City 

Schools/NALEO/School Board Association/Miami-Dade 
County

• Developing an awareness campaign to alert stakeholders of 
the potential implications of a high undercount

• Identifying potential partners 
• Created a workgroup composed of all bureaus

District Actions



• Engage in targeted outreach
– Town Hall meetings
– PTA meetings
– Advisory Committees

• Communicate the importance to the Census to our parents 
• Engage in an aggressive social media & marketing campaign
• Maximize utilization of district resources i.e., web site & ConnectEd
• Facilitate access of technology for parents
• Collaborate and leverage strategic partnerships

– Other local governments i.e., County, municipalities
– M-D County Council PTA/PTSA
– Early Childhood Coalition
– Chambers
– Faith-based organizations

Future Strategies



Ways to Get Involved
• Promote Census 2020 in your schools
• Spread the message that the Census is easy, safe, and  important
• Engage your PTA to discuss the Census at their meetings
• Reach out to Dade Partners, EESACs, etc.
• Engage the trusted voices in your school communities
• Host “train-the-trainer” workshops and disseminate census 

information in your communities
• Distribute fliers and informational documents.
• Dispel myths about confidentiality, citizenship question, and data 

security
• Partner on key dates and national days of action
• Provide access to media center/computers for parents

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many ways that you, as School Board Members, can get involved in Census efforts. You can:Promote Census 2020 in your schools;Participate in your local Complete Count Committee;reach out to Census partnership specialists;Engage the trusted voices in your communities;Host “train-the-trainer” workshops and disseminate census information in your communities;Partner on key dates and national days of action;Distribute information about census jobs;Join NALEO’s “Hagase Contar” campaign;Take advantage of all of the resources that NALEO has to offer, including a communications toolkit and a bilingual hotline;And distribute information about Census jobs



Key Census 2020 Dates
2019
January – September
U.S. Census Bureau will open 248 area Census 
offices.

April 23
U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments on 
citizenship question lawsuit.

June
Decision from U.S. Supreme Court on citizenship 
question case is expected.

June – August
Census Test by U.S. Census Bureau to evaluate 
effect of Citizenship question on self-response rates. 
(preliminary results expected in October).

August and Beyond
In field address canvassing; Recruitment and hiring 
by U.S. Census Bureau of temporary field staff.

2020
January
The first enumeration begins in remote areas of Alaska.

March 12 – April 30
Self Response phase of Census 2020 (internet, mail, and 
phone; four waves of staggered mail).

April 1 Census Day

May – July
Primary non-response follow-up operation 
(to households that did not self-respond).

December 31
Delivery of final apportionment count to 
White House

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is imperative to start now. As you can see, we are coming up on some of the most critical months for Census outreach efforts.As I mentioned earlier, the U.S. Supreme Court is set to make a decision on the citizenship question just next week.You should all be initiating your Census outreach efforts already, including starting your Complete Count Committees and engaging the trusted voices and organizations in your communities.Ensuring a complete and accurate count is a colossal but critical task, one that affects us and the communities we serve in the most significant of ways. 



What to Expect

March 12-20, 
2020

Invitation to 
respond online 

sent out

Deadline to 
respond is April 

1, 2020

March 16-24, 
2020

Reminder letter 
mailed

If no response:
March 26-April 3rd- reminder postcard

April 8-16-reminder letter & paper 
sent

April 20-27- final postcard before in-
person visit/follow-up



Count everyone once, 
And only once 

and in the right place.

Goal of the Census

Everyone Counts!



THANK
YOU

Iraida R. Mendez-Cartaya, Associate Superintendent
Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, Grants Administration,
and Community Engagement
imendez@dadeschools.net 305 995-2532

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for your continued support!The presentation you viewed today is available to download atXXXXXX

mailto:imendez@dadeschools.net
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